
Breaking Ground
Ideas & Information You Can Build On

For more than 120 years, Alliance 
Bank has been a cornerstone of the 
Oxford, Indiana community. This 

August, the bank officially opened its 
doors to the new 4,179-square-foot branch 
at 201 S. Howard Street, marking a new 
chapter in its long history. 

The Hamstra Group served as the 
general contractor, successfully delivering 
this project ahead of time. This project’s 
scope included transforming a property 
where a long-vacated grocery store stood 
into a modern banking facility along the 
Town’s main corridor. The new bank 
branch now sits on the southeast corner 
of the historic Oxford Town Square, on 
the opposite corner where the bank has 
operated since the early 1900s.

The project was managed by Curt 
Albertson and a skilled crew including Bill 
Dykstra, Josh Vickery, Steve Miller, and 
Ryon Klemp. K4 Architecture + Design 
was the design partner on the project. 
Construction began in October 2025, 
with a tight schedule aimed for a Fall 2026 
opening. Alliance Bank leaders, along with 
representatives from K4 and The Hamstra 
Group, gathered on October 21, 2025, 

for an official groundbreaking ceremony. 
“Today’s groundbreaking marks more than 
just the start of construction—it’s a symbol 
of Alliance Bank’s continued investment 
in the future of Oxford,” shared Bank 
President Shane Pilarski. “By investing in a 
new building across the town square, we’re 
continuing to offer banking services in a 
more modern and convenient way, while 
preserving our roots.”

“For all my life the Bank has been the 
cornerstone of the business on the square,” 
shared Alliance Board President Jim 
Schoen. “I am grateful and excited that 
Alliance Bank will continue to maintain 
this role with the new building.”
Strategic Scheduling 

A key factor in the project’s success 
was strategic scheduling to manage 
the unpredictable Indiana winter. By 
prioritizing the concrete slab-on-grade 
pour early in the season, the team was able 
to progress framing through the winter 
months. “We were able to get the floor 
poured in early winter, so it allowed us to 
construct the building over the winter,” 
explained Project Manager Curt Albertson. 
“In the spring we were able to do all the 

site concrete, masonry work, standing 
seam roofing, and paving. It allowed us to 
complete the project ahead of schedule.”

The new facility features wood frame 
construction, durable masonry walls, and 
a standing seam roofing system. Inside, 
the single-level building is designed for 
efficiency, featuring eight office spaces, a 
conference room, breakroom, restrooms, 
and storage rooms.

The site’s location presented significant 
logistical challenges. The project required 
relocating existing electric power lines and 
utility poles in the alley adjacent to the 
site. “It took a lot of coordination with the 
utility companies,” Albertson noted. “But 
we were able to complete this in a timely 
manner to not hold up the project.” This 
careful coordination kept the project on 
track while respecting the 
historic character of the 
Oxford Town Square.
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The new facility features wood frame construction, durable masonry walls, and a standing seam roofing system. Inside, the single-level 
building is designed for efficiency, featuring eight office spaces, a conference room, breakroom, restrooms, and storage rooms.

A Transformative Investment in Oxford’s Future
Bank leaders decided in late 2024 to build a new, more 

efficient and accessible space after evaluating their historic 
buildings. Alliance acquired the former grocery store building 
that had been vacant for years, and the existing structure was 
demolished in 2025.

In a remarkable act of community stewardship, Alliance 
Bank donated its former 12,000-square-foot facility at 100 S. 
Justus Street to Discover Oxford Indiana, the local revitalization 
organization. This generous contribution will enable the Main 
Street group to further its mission of revitalizing the downtown 
area. Bank President Shane Pilarski elaborated, “The donation 
of our existing building to Discover Oxford reflects our deep 
belief in the power of local partnerships and the importance 
of revitalizing our downtown. This next chapter positions us 
for long-term growth while ensuring our presence continues 

to support both economic development and community 
connection.”
A Legacy of Partnership

This project is the latest in a long-standing relationship 
between The Hamstra Group and Alliance Bank. Hamstra 
previously remodeled the Bank’s Rensselaer branch in 2021, 
working again with K4 Architecture + Design on that project. 
The company’s history with the Bank in Oxford dates back 
to the early 1980s when the team completed a remodel of the 
original branch. 

The Hamstra Group is proud to have delivered this landmark 
project, reinforcing Alliance Bank’s presence in the community 
and continuing a legacy of high-quality construction on the 
historic square. The new branch officially opened for business on 
August 3, 2026, marking the beginning of Alliance Bank’s next 
chapter in Oxford.
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